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1800-2000

to  demolish



to  raze

1800-2000

to  demol i sh

to  c rush

to  b las t

to  wreck

to  d isassemble

crush,  raze,  blast , 
wreck,  disassemble



1800-2000

Mid  14C. , “ to  gnash  ( tee th ) , c rash , b reak”
( f rom French ecrasser ) 

La te  16C. , “ac t  o f  c rush ing”

to  crush



hydrau l i c  c rusher  /  hydrau l i c  b reaker

jackhammer  /  pneumat ic  d r i l l

p i ckaxe  /  s ledgehammer

concre te  recyc l ing

concre te  c rush ing

instruments



I  f ee l  c rushed

to  have  a  c rush  on  /  my  c rush

crush ing  de fea t

c rush  h im/crush  her

c rushed by  the  c rowd

associations



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  



1850

1900



1950

2000



1800-2000

14C. , “ to  sc ra tch , s lash , sc rape , e rase” 
( f rom o ld  F rench  raser )

Mid  16C. , “ to  pu l l  o r  knock  down” 
(a  bu i ld ing  o r  town)

to  raze



s team shove l

p lough

razor

excava to r

bu l ldozer

instruments



l eve l l ed  the  bu i ld ing

raze  the  c i t y

raze  the  g round

( the  bu i ld ing  was . . . )  de le ted

erased  the  bu i ld ing

associations



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  

t o  r a z e

1 4 C . , “ t o  s c r a t c h ,  s l a s h , 
s c r a p e ,  e r a s e ”  ( f r o m  o l d 
F r e n c h  r a s e r )
M i d  1 6 C . ,  “ t o  p u l l  o r  k n o c k 
d o w n ”  ( a  b u i l d i n g  o r  t o w n )

1800



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  

1850

1900



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  

1950

2000



1800-2000

16C. , “ to  b loe , be lch  fo r th” 
( f rom o ld  Eng l i sh  b laes tan )

Mid  18C. , “ to  b low up  by  exp los ion”

to  blast



detona to r

dynami te

powder  keg

exp los ion

imp los ion

instruments



demol i t i on  by  dynami te

have  a  b las t

the  b las te r

con t ro l l ed  exp los ion

you  b lew i t

associations



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  

t o  r a z e

1 4 C . , “ t o  s c r a t c h ,  s l a s h , 
s c r a p e ,  e r a s e ”  ( f r o m  o l d 
F r e n c h  r a s e r )
M i d  1 6 C . ,  “ t o  p u l l  o r  k n o c k 
d o w n ”  ( a  b u i l d i n g  o r  t o w n )

1800

t o  b l a s t

1 6 C . ,  “ t o  b l o e ,  b e l c h  f o r t h ” 
( f r o m  o l d  E n g l i s h  b l a e s t a n )
M i d  1 8 C . ,  t o  “ b l o w  u p  b y 
e x p l o s i o n ”

1800



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  

t o  r a z e

1 4 C . , “ t o  s c r a t c h ,  s l a s h , 
s c r a p e ,  e r a s e ”  ( f r o m  o l d 
F r e n c h  r a s e r )
M i d  1 6 C . ,  “ t o  p u l l  o r  k n o c k 
d o w n ”  ( a  b u i l d i n g  o r  t o w n )

1800

1850

1900



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  

t o  r a z e

1 4 C . , “ t o  s c r a t c h ,  s l a s h , 
s c r a p e ,  e r a s e ”  ( f r o m  o l d 
F r e n c h  r a s e r )
M i d  1 6 C . ,  “ t o  p u l l  o r  k n o c k 
d o w n ”  ( a  b u i l d i n g  o r  t o w n )

1800

1950

2000



1800-2000

12C. , “ to  d r i ve  ou t , to  remove ,” 
 “ to  take  vengeance”

16C, . “ to  Des t roy, ru in” 
(o r ig ina l l y  f rom sh ips )

to  wreck



crowbar

wreck ing  ba l l

f i re  hook

bat te r ing  ram

catapu l t

instruments



I  f ee l  l i ke  a  wreck

wrecked the  c i t y

ner vous  wreck

wrecker

wreckage

associations



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  

t o  r a z e

1 4 C . , “ t o  s c r a t c h ,  s l a s h , 
s c r a p e ,  e r a s e ”  ( f r o m  o l d 
F r e n c h  r a s e r )
M i d  1 6 C . ,  “ t o  p u l l  o r  k n o c k 
d o w n ”  ( a  b u i l d i n g  o r  t o w n )

1800

t o  b l a s t

1 6 C . ,  “ t o  b l o e ,  b e l c h  f o r t h ” 
( f r o m  o l d  E n g l i s h  b l a e s t a n )
M i d  1 8 C . ,  t o  “ b l o w  u p  b y 
e x p l o s i o n ”

1800

t o  w r e c k

1 2 C . ,  “ t o  d r i v e  o u t ,  t o 
r e m o v e , ”  o r  “ t o  t a k e 
v e n g e a n c e ”
1 6 C , .  “ t o  d e s t r o y ,  r u i n ” 
( o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  s h i p s )

1800



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  

t o  r a z e

1 4 C . , “ t o  s c r a t c h ,  s l a s h , 
s c r a p e ,  e r a s e ”  ( f r o m  o l d 
F r e n c h  r a s e r )
M i d  1 6 C . ,  “ t o  p u l l  o r  k n o c k 
d o w n ”  ( a  b u i l d i n g  o r  t o w n )

1800

1850

1900

1850

1900



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  

t o  r a z e

1 4 C . , “ t o  s c r a t c h ,  s l a s h , 
s c r a p e ,  e r a s e ”  ( f r o m  o l d 
F r e n c h  r a s e r )
M i d  1 6 C . ,  “ t o  p u l l  o r  k n o c k 
d o w n ”  ( a  b u i l d i n g  o r  t o w n )

1800

1950

2000

1950

2000



1800-2000

Mid  16C. , “ to  s t r ip  o f  a  c loak” o r  “ to  tea r  down wa l l s”
Ear l y  17C. , “ to  d i sperse”

Ear l y  20C. , “ to  take  apar t ” 

to  disassemble



hydrau l i c  hammer

s tee l  to rch

d iamond saw

(demol i t i on  by. . .? )  robo t

mob i le  c rane

instruments



d i sman t l e

sa l vaged  ma te r i a l s

recyc le

decons t ruc ted

des ign  fo r  d i sassemb l y

associations



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  

t o  r a z e

1 4 C . , “ t o  s c r a t c h ,  s l a s h , 
s c r a p e ,  e r a s e ”  ( f r o m  o l d 
F r e n c h  r a s e r )
M i d  1 6 C . ,  “ t o  p u l l  o r  k n o c k 
d o w n ”  ( a  b u i l d i n g  o r  t o w n )

1800

t o  b l a s t

1 6 C . ,  “ t o  b l o e ,  b e l c h  f o r t h ” 
( f r o m  o l d  E n g l i s h  b l a e s t a n )
M i d  1 8 C . ,  t o  “ b l o w  u p  b y 
e x p l o s i o n ”

1800

t o  w r e c k

1 2 C . ,  “ t o  d r i v e  o u t ,  t o 
r e m o v e , ”  o r  “ t o  t a k e 
v e n g e a n c e ”
1 6 C , .  “ t o  d e s t r o y ,  r u i n ” 
( o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  s h i p s )

1800

t o  d i s a s s e m b l e

L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ t o  s t r i p  o f f 
a  c l o a k ”  o r  “ t o  t e a r  d o w n 
w a l l s ”
E a r l y  1 7 C . ,  “ t o  d i s p e r s e ” 
E a r l y  2 0 C . ,  “ t o  t a k e  a p a r t ” 

1800



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  

t o  r a z e

1 4 C . , “ t o  s c r a t c h ,  s l a s h , 
s c r a p e ,  e r a s e ”  ( f r o m  o l d 
F r e n c h  r a s e r )
M i d  1 6 C . ,  “ t o  p u l l  o r  k n o c k 
d o w n ”  ( a  b u i l d i n g  o r  t o w n )

1800

1850

1900

1850

1900

1850

1900



t o  c r u s h

1 4 C . ,  “ t o  g n a s h  ( t e e t h ) , 
c r a s h ,  b r e a k ”  ( f r o m  F r e n c h 
e c r a s s e r )
L a t e  1 6 C . ,  “ a c t  o f  c r u s h i n g ”

1800  

t o  r a z e

1 4 C . , “ t o  s c r a t c h ,  s l a s h , 
s c r a p e ,  e r a s e ”  ( f r o m  o l d 
F r e n c h  r a s e r )
M i d  1 6 C . ,  “ t o  p u l l  o r  k n o c k 
d o w n ”  ( a  b u i l d i n g  o r  t o w n )

1800

1950

2000

1950

2000

1950

2000


